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SIX CHARGED IN SCHEME TO STEAL FEDERAL FUNDS MEANT FOR
ADULT EDUCATION

PHILADELPHIA — United States Attorney Patrick Meehan, Special Agent-in-Charge,
Federal Bureau of Investigation Jeffrey Lampinski, Special Agent-in-Charge, Internal Revenue
Service Jerome Lisuzzo, and Special Agent-in-Charge William Hamel of the Inspector General’s
Office, Department of Education today announced the filing of an Indictment' charging
defendants Delores Weaver, Faridah Ali, a/k/a “Rita Spicer,” Lakiha Spicer, a/k/a “Kiki,”
Azheem Spicer, a/k/a “Osh,” and Eugene D. Weaver, III, with conspiracy, mail fraud, wire fraud,
and theft concerning programs receiving federal funds. Lakiha Spicer and Zaynah Rasool were
also charged with false statements to the grand jury.

According to the indictment, Delores Weaver, while serving as the Director of the Adult
Basic Education program at the Community College of Philadelphia (“CCP”) and Faridah Ali,
the Assistant Director of Education for the Sister Clara Muhammad School (“SCMS”), located at
4700 Wyalussing Avenue in West Philadelphia, carried out a fraudulent scheme from the Fall of
1999 through December 2001, to obtain hundreds of thousands of dollars of public funds,
earmarked to pay for a CCP program to improve adult literacy and provide for job training.
Weaver arranged for SCMS to become a neighborhood site for the CCP where courses such as
“English as a Second Language” were offered on a non-credit, no-cost basis to adult students.
Weaver and Ali then overstated the number of student registrations and courses allegedly taught
at the SCMS on behalf of the CCP Adult Basic Education program. The indictment charges that
at least $224,000 in public funds were used to pay CCP teachers’ salaries for adult education
courses that in fact never took place.

“The only ones taken to school here were the taxpayers,” said Meehan. “The taxpayers
who fund programs like this learned how people can systematically steal not just government
grant money but someone’s opportunity to improve themselves through education. These
defendants were entrusted with that opportunity and instead of nurturing it, they stole it.”

! An Indictment or Information is an accusation. A defendant is presumed innocent

unless and until proven guilty.
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According to the indictment, the CCP paid teachers’ salaries for courses that were never
taught by family members of Weaver and Ali, including Eugene Weaver I, the son of Delores
Weaver, and Lakiha Spicer and Azheem Spicer, the children of Faridah Ali. The indictment
further alleges that by overstating the number of adult education courses taught at the SCMS,
Weaver and Ali were able to inflate the amount of rent paid by the CCP to the SCMS for the use
of its school building to teach CCP courses, and then diverted rent payments to their personal
benefit.

The indictment states that, in addition to the CCP, the United States Department of
Education and the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania were also victimized by the scheme because
the U.S. Department of Education provided funding, through the Pennsylvania Department of
Education, to pay for the Adult Basic Education program operated by the CCP.

Delores Weaver and Faridah Ali are charged with two counts of conspiracy,
thirteen counts of mail fraud, eight counts of wire fraud, and three counts of theft concerning
programs receiving federal funds. They face a maximum sentence of 460 years imprisonment.

Lakiha Spicer is charged with two counts of conspiracy, four counts of mail fraud,
one count of theft concerning programs receiving federal funds, and one count of false statements
to the grand jury. She faces a maximum sentence of 105 years imprisonment.

Azheem Spicer is charged with two counts of conspiracy, three counts of mail
fraud, two counts of wire fraud, and one count of theft concerning programs receiving federal
funds. He faces a maximum sentence of 120 years imprisonment.

Eugene D. Weaver, 111, is charged with two counts of conspiracy, six counts of
wire fraud, and one count of theft concerning programs receiving federal funds. He faces a
maximum sentence of 140 years imprisonment.

Zaynah Rasool is charged with one count of false statements to the grand jury.
She faces a maximum sentence of five years imprisonment.

INFORMATION REGARDING THE DEFENDANTS

NAME ADDRESS AGE
Delores Weaver Philadelphia., PA 61 years old
Faridah Ali, a/k/a “Rita Melrose Park, PA 54 years old
Spicer”




NAME ADDRESS AGE
Lakiha Spicer, a/k/a “Kiki” | New York, NY 27 years old
Azheem Spicer, a/k/a “Osh” | Philadelphia, PA 30 years old
Eugene D. Weaver, I11 Oakland, CA 30 years old

Zaynah Rasool

Philadelphia, PA

51 years old

The case was investigated by the Federal Bureau of Investigation, the Internal Revenue
Service, and the Department of Education with assistance from the Philadelphia District
Attorney’s Office, Philadelphia Police Department and has been assigned to Assistant United

States Attorneys Frank A. Labor III and Anthony J. Wzorek.
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